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Racial Gaps in U.S.

Blacks earn 24 percent less on average than whites

Blacks live 5 fewer years on average than whites

On a given day, blacks are 6 times more likely to be
incarcerated than whites

Studies have shown that large portions of racial outcome gaps
are explained by racial achievement gaps
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Fryer and Levitt Model

Aig = β0 + β1Blacki + β2Hispanici + β3Asiani + β4Xig + εig

Whitei indicator is omitted from the regression

Xig contains student and parent characteristics
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Fryer and Levitt Kindergarten Gap
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Fryer and Levitt Evolution of Gap
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Summary of Fryer and Levitt (2004)

Black and Hispanics have lower achievement than Whites and
Asians on average

Large raw racial gaps at kindergarten entry
Raw Black-White math gap = −0.64σ

Raw Hispanic-White math gap = −0.72σ

Can be mostly explained by student and parent characteristics

Covariate adjusted racial gaps increase across grades
Black-white math gap increases from −0.1σ in kindergarten to
−0.25σ in grade 1

6 / 6

hammadshaikh
Pencil

hammadshaikh
Pencil

hammadshaikh
Pencil




